Juvenile Firesetters Intervention Scheme 

Since its launch five years ago, over 1,300 children and young people across the capital have taken part in London Fire Brigade’s Juvenile Fire Setter Intervention Scheme (JFIS). The scheme is estimated to help prevent around 15 to 30 major fires in London a year, cutting costs of between £350k and £700k annually. 

JFIS offers education and advice to anyone up to 17 years old who has demonstrated a fascination with fire - ranging from younger children playing with fire to deliberate fire setting and arson in older teenagers. Around 175 Authority personnel - including firefighters, administrative and control staff - are now working as volunteer advisors to the scheme, following selection and training. 

The specialist teams work in pairs and can either visit the young person’s home or arrangements can be made to meet at a community centre or other location. The aim is to establish a trusting relationship with the individual and each case is tailored to circumstances and needs. An increasing number of referrals now come from professional agencies such as youth offending teams (YOT) and Social Services Departments (SSD). 

“The Brigade has a long tradition of providing fire safety education to children and young people,” said Ealing Borough Commander Sean Stark. “Last year there were more than 600 deliberate fires in Ealing which we attended. JFIS works to deter young people from engaging in fire-related anti-social behaviour and all its potentially dangerous consequences, through developing positive links with young people.” 

The Authority employed external consultants Morgan Harris Burrows to undertake an in-depth evaluation of the scheme in June 2005. Among its findings, 93% of children showed no further fire setting behaviour following successful closure of a case. All families commented that advisors were good at getting the message across and the scheme is also well respected by other agencies working with families.
For more information look on this section of the website.

http://www.london-fire.gov.uk/az/juv_firesetters.asp 
